THE HISTORY OF HENRY FIELDING

formerly held by William Selwin, "counsellor at law, soli-
citor to the excise and commissioner of bankruptcy." On
the night after sending Penlez to Newgate, lie dispatched
the following letter to the Duke of Bedford:

'" Bow Street.   July 3. 1749.
'"My Lord,

The Protection which I have been honoured with receiv-
ing at the Hands of your Grace, and the goodness which
you were pleased to express some time since toward me,
embolden me to mention to your Grace that the Place of
Solicitor to the Excise is now vacant by the Death of Mr,
Selwyn. I hope no Person is better qualified for it, and I
assure you, my Lord, none shall execute it with more
Fidelity. I am at this Moment busied in endeavouring to
suppress a dangerous Eiot, or I w<J have personally waited
on your Grace to solicite a Favour which will make me and

my Family completely happy.

I am, &c.,

H.

Fielding, it should be observed, did not ask for the posi-
tion in the court of bankruptcy, which had been immediately
filled after Mr. Selwin's death in June, but for the more
agreeable one in the excise. The Duke hesitated for several
weeks, and then appointed Dudley Baxter instead of Field-
ing, perhaps because he thought the Bow Street justice
already had enough to do. Though Fielding may have been
disappointed, he had no reason to complain greatly of his
treatment, for the Duke of Bedford gave him "a yearly
pension out of the public service money. ' 9 The amount of
the pension is not stated by Fielding, who relates the inci-
dent in his "Voyage to Lisbon." He only says that it
"would have been larger," had the Duke known how small

*" Correspondence of John, Fourth Duke of Bedford/7 1843, II, 35-36;
and Miss Godden, " Henry Fielding/' p. 209. From autograph at Woburn
Abbey.

242lients until after he became a justice of the peace. These
